146                        BUDDHA'S ALMS-BOWL.

five ascetics who resided there "were compelled to come before him
and worship. They afterwards washed his feet, and enquired
familiarly about his health ; but Gautama informed them that they
must not address him as an equal: he was now a supreme
Buddha." The somewhat inferior relief, ill 97, apparently repre-
sents this pait of the story, or some similar scene.

The next illustration (fig 98) may natuially be supposed to re-
present the sequel of the attainment of supreme knowledge (bodht).
The first food offered him after his temptation was by two mer-
chants and consisted of honey and wheat But Gautama reflecting

98. SUPPOSED PBESINTITIOW OF BUDPHI'B P&TBA.
A Gftndh&n, sculpture in Labor MUBQUTO.

that he must have an alms-bowl (fidtra), the four Mah&rftjas each
brought one of gold, which he refused; then they brought silver,
emerald and ruby dishes, which were also refused; lastly, each
brought an earthenware bowl, and Buddha " causing them to unite
in one (lest there should be jealousy), accepted the one from all."
The legend of ihtpdtra is a long one: it is now said to be kept in
Sigara's palace at the bottom of the sea, but on the advent of
Maitreya, it will divide into the original four, each of which is to be
guarded by a Mah4r4ja, as it is the palladium of Buddhism.

One other sculpture may be referred to, as of quite remarkable
character among these reliefs. It is on a small slab in the British
Museum, about 16 inches long by 6\ high (see Jour. Indian Art